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f * n# **«»©h position in delta; 

A, Total troop strength: l 92 t 5Q0. 

I* legalars ~ 134,1100 

(20 French infantry battalions) 

<21 Vietnamese infantry batt&ii ©as) 

<3 Vietnamese Hat local Guard battalions) 

<13 Tietnases© Light Infantry battalions) 

<2T French Onion mobile battalions) 

2. Irregulars - 54,500. 

8. Disposition 

1, Static; There ar© 24 battalions la the sectors 

bordering the perimeter; 25 are in the interior 
ef the delta. 

S. Jfebll#; in various areas of the delta, 
according to operations . 

3. Light; Scattered throughout the delta. 

C. Areas of control 

1. the French hold 700 out of 3 - 6,000 villages 
in the delta. 

2. Principal communications routes 

a. H&tioi- Haiphong road and rail link 

b, laaol -Ham Blah road 

e. Ham Dioh -Haiphong road 
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B. French air »t reegtfc: 53fc planes (total Indochina) 

1. Fighter® - 14® 

2. Light boss tiers - 41 

3. Transports - 104 

4 . Secon planes - 16 
3. Liaison - 146 

6 . Medical evacuation - S5 
f. Trainers - a? 

X. French airfields 

1. Be San, Cat Bi, Elen An, 61a Las, Bach Mai. 

3. Lees inportent fields at Son Tay, Man Blah, 

Phat Dies, f%a Ly, Flab Ten, Phuc Ten, Bac lists, 

Mns Lang Thuong , Quong Tea and Mon Cay. 

F. French air personnel (total Indochina) - 11,000. 

0. French naval strength 

1, Light aircraft carriers - 2 (in Gulf of Tonkin) 

3. Patrol vessels - 26 (coastal areas) 

3. Mine vessels - 6 (coastal areas) 

4. Anphibieus vessels - 24 (in delta rivers) 

5. Utility Landing Craft - IB (la delta rivers) 

6. Auxiliary vessels - 9 (coastal areas) 

T. Service craft - 46 (coastal areas) 

M. French naval personnel : 3,000 « 10,000. 
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II. Wrmmeh capability for retaforceiwnt ♦ 

A. Can Mk« about 30 battalion* available chiefly 
frt» ©antral Laos and central Vietnam, but thia 
figure might ba Uni tad by iatanaifiad fiat Sink 
activity in tkaaa regions . 

▼iat Sink position in and ae&r tfeo delta* 

A. It battalions (13,2:00 troops ) now in delta, 

sight battalion# (3,400 troop#) on the pari ae ter , 

and 11 ( 3,300 troops) an routs to the dalta fro* 
ether areas . 

®* li addition, 53 , 000 irragulara ia dalta* 

If. fiat Sink capabilitiaa for rein ter eeneet of dalta. 

A. fores# at Pisa Bias ffhei M battalions; 30,000 troop# 
aan «ove to dalta togathar with equipment in two 
to three uontiie. Without equipment , troops can 

probably roach tha dalta la 10 day# after beginning 
to oarch. 

®* Scat tar ad throughout Tonkin ara about 63,000 wore, 
e. Forces In other area# ; 


1. 

Central f is teas - t 6 , 00 a. 

2. 

iouth fie tea* * 57,000 

3. 

Laos - 15,300 

4. 

Caubodia * v,iQQ 

* fi ** logiaii# capabilitiaa. 


A, 


Current lava la of food and equipaeut fro* Coaauniet 

^ilna has reached 3,000 tons par Booth * fiat Slnh 

1)00200270004-8 



25X1 




Approved For Release 2d 


03/08/08 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000200270004-8 


25X1 



producer smmll quantities of arse and ammuniiaitlor! 
boi ewe© for these mast depend ©u China for raw 
materials. 


®* frach® available; about 1,400; 20© to SO® aor® 
expected soon. 

Communication® system; Tiet link la recent months 


has improved road network in northwest Tonkin, 





Conditio© of roadss aoads considered adequate for 
troop and supply movements. Sains hamper vehicular 
movement, but coolies sake up for this shortcoming . 
Weather 
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A» Uener* 1 Sescription ; Rain generally falls in fora of 
heavy local shower* of hour or too duration, with 
good weather and visibility otherwise. 

B* Ibrecipitatioa Statistics : 

1* Monthly mean at Hanoi (in inches} during rainy season ; 
dune 3,4 
duly 12,7 
Angus t 13.5 


September 10 

1® general throughout delta, duly is month of 
heaviest rainfall, with range of 11 - 25 inches, 
mm compared with 3 .7 inches In lo member .. 
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C. Sffeet mi sir operations : Aside from one or two 
hour intervals ©f heavy rales » mouther if? esmally 
favorable. Fro® one -third to two-tfeir«te of days 
between lay and November favorable for flying. Sod 
sad natural-surfaced airfields are probably of little 
tsse, however. 
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